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Upcoming Events:

Networking Breakfasts
Tuesday, March 16th
7:45 AM
Hosted & Sponsored by
PNC Bank
East Ocean Branch

Tuesday, March 23rd
7:45 AM
Hosted & Sponsored by
Planet Ozone

Luncheon

Wednesday, March 17th
11:45 AM
Sponsored by
Fifth Third
Processing Solutions
at Carrabba’s Italian Grill
Guest Speaker:

Nicki Van Vonno, AICP
County’s Comp Plan and
EAR Based Plan Amendments

Reservations are required

Young Professionals
of Martin County
Thursday, March 18th
5:00 - 7:00 PM
Sponsored & Hosted by
Florida Oceanographic
Society

Business After Hours
Wednesday, March 31st
5:30 - 7:30 PM
Sponsored & Hosted by
Ramada Inn

Treasure Coast Home & Garden Show A Success...
Thanks to All of Our Sponsors, Exhibitors,
Volunteers and the Martin County Fair Association

VALUED SPONSORS

Moneysaver

moneysavermag.com

Clear View Screens of the
Treasure Coast

Climatic Solar

Cove Gardens

David Lerner Associates/
Rebecca Mazza

Eventmakers

Florida Vision Institute/
Lasik/WPB
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Geary Air/A Breathe
Healthier Air Co.

Hometown News

Leighton Security

Mailbox Publishing, Inc.

Martin County High School
Academy of Marketing
and Management

e Direct'
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Martin County Sheriff’s
Office Explorer Post 887

NisAir Air Conditioning

The Palm Beach Post

Rapcon Incorporated

Riverside National Bank/
Stuart

Robert Hershberger
Construction

HISCRIPPS Treasure Coast Newspapers
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SeaBreeze Publications

Smith Services, Inc.

Stuart Fence Company, Inc.

Style & Comfort Home
Furnishings

Valpak of Florida Atlantic
Coast
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TCPALM . Com
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Photos courtesy of
Wilson Photography

Able Closets, Inc.

Absolute Protection Team

Advantage Ford Of Stuart, Inc.

The Allegro at Willoughby

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Broadviews Security

Clear View Screens

Climatic Solar

Cove Gardens

David Lerner Associates/
Rebecca Mazza

DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen/
Gribben Construction

EcoWater Systems

European Kitchen & Bath Outlet

Florida Vision Institute/
Lasik/WPB

Fudgie Wudgie Chocolate Co.

Geary Air/A Breathe Healthier
Air Co.

Global Embroidery

Grassam Family Chiropractic

Gulfstream Aluminum & Shutter
Corp

Healing Hands Family
Chiropractic

Hometown News

HSBR Insurance Inc.

Kitchen Craft International

Martin County Health

Department

Martin County Master Gardeners

Moneysaver

National Screen & Aluminum
Repairs

NisAir Air Conditioning

Palm Beach Post

Panache Classic Party Rentals

Pinder’s Nursery

R D Woodykins Creations

—

Rapcon Incorporated
Riverside National Bank/Stuart
Robert Hershberger Construction
Rogers Designs Inc.
Scripps/Stuart News
Servpro of Martin County
Smith Services, Inc.
Stonewalk Interiors
Stuart Fence Company, Inc.
Stuart/Martin Chamber
Style & Comfort Home
Furnishings
SureTemp Manufacturing
The Porch Factory
The Torch South Worship Center
Tropical Isles Orchids &
Bromeliads
University of Florida-
Florida Yards
Valpak of Florida Atlantic Coast
WellMed Medical Management
When Pigs Fly Catering

Florida lost more than 38,000
businesses last year and more than
1.1 million Floridians are unem-
ployed. The Florida Chamber of
Commerce has a multi-point plan
to change all of that in 2010.

While government doesn’t create
jobs, the Florida legislature can,
and should, do everything in its
power to send a strong message
to entrepreneurs that jobs are a
top priority in the upcoming ses-
sion. Florida’s businesses and
families are counting on lawmak-
ers to make policy decisions that

President’s Report

Joe Catrambone
President/CEO

support an economic recovery in
our state and plan for greater eco-
nomic opportunities in the future.
Florida businesses range from
very small to very large employ-
ers. They have weathered the
worst economic storm in recent
memory. Today, those businesses
are emerging stronger and smart-
er. They are ready to expand and
put people back to work.

Any tax on small business is a tax
on job creation, we will fight any
proposal to raise business taxes
or create new fees that will hinder

job creation, economic growth or
productivity. We support the re-
duction of the $1.2 billion unem-
ployment compensation tax in-
crease scheduled to hit businesses
next month.

Another huge issue, Florida is fi-
nancially unprepared for a major
hurricane, the legislature needs to
make free market reforms to the
property insurance market. Our
citizens are paying $5 billion in
hidden hurricane assessments.
The legislature should responsi-
bly fix it before the next big storm
hits Florida and our residents are
hit with thousands of dollars in
assessments.

Four out of five new jobs in Flori-
da will be in small businesses. As
the world recovers from the reces-
sion, Florida should immediately
make investments in industries

that are ready to hire.

Good news is the Florida Cham-
ber will be actively working with
them to evaluate their policy
proposals, and measure them
against the bottom line — jobs.
While some people see Florida’s
challenges as negatives, we see
them as opportunities to do things
smarter and prioritize what gov-
ernment does with the resources
available. Florida should focus on
growing the private sector and re-
ducing the public sector.

Be assured we will be monitor-
ing the session, with the Florida
Chamber, lobbying for positive
legislation and against egregious
unnecessary legislation. At times,
we may ask for your help contact-
ing members of our Legislative
Delegation. Please stand ready to
respond.
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