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Board of Directors:

Chairman
Michael Houston
Houston Cuozzo Group, Inc.

Vice Chair/Chair Elect
Jody Bond
Just Gold Jewelers, Inc.

Vice Chairperson
Melissa Corbett
The MilCor Group, Inc.

Vice Chairman
Gordon Proctor
Proctor, Crook & Crowder, P.A.

Past Chairman
Elliot Paul
Elliot Paul & Company

Directors:
Michael Dadko
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Renee Doss
Renar Fine Homes
Rick Hartman
Hartman Real Estate
Robin Hicks-Connors
Elliott Museum/Historical Society
Peter Kemp
Hustons Office Supplies &
     Commercial Interiors
Cathy McKenzie
AT&T Florida
John O’Brien
Gulfstream Aluminum
     & Shutter Corp.
Shaun Plymale
Chapman & Plymale Law, P.A.
Kevin Powers
Inidiantown Park of Commerce &
     Technology
Stacy Ranieri
The Firefly Group
Patty Smail
Shelter Structures, Inc.
James Stedham
Costco Wholesale Corporation
Brian Torello
Carrabba’s Italian Grill
Thomas Vokoun
Boyle Engineering Corporation
John Yardley
Massey-Yardley Chrysler Dodge

Ex-Officio Directors:
Dan Hudson
Stuart City Manager
Doug Smith
Martin County
Board of  County Commission
Lorie Shekailo
Martin County School Board
Jose Farinos
Indian River State College
Joseph A. Catrambone
President/CEO

Upcoming Events:

Networking Breakfasts

Tuesday,  June 16th
7:45 AM
Hosted & Sponsored by:
Metro Fire Protection
Stuart

Business After Hours

Wednesday,  June 17th
5:30 - 7:30 PM
Hosted & Sponsored by:
Pineapple Cove
Jensen Beach

Young Professionals
of Martin County

Thursday, June 25th
6:00 - 8:00 PM
Hosted & Sponsored by:
Carsons Tavern
Stuart
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Great Reasons to Exhibit
at the Show...

* Community Wide Exposure
* High Visibility and Low Cost

* New Leads and Potential Customers
* Business to Business Networking
* Introduce the Latest Health and
   Wellness Products and Services

Wednesday, July 22, 2009
Wolf Technology Center at Indian

River State College
Salerno Road, Stuart

Public Welcome:  10 AM - 5 PM
Business After Hours: 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Call Today for Sponsorship & Exhibitor Info
Jayme 772-287-1088 Ext. 111

info@goodnature.org

Joe Catrambone
President/CEO

President’s Report

Businesses of all sizes have been
devastated by the recession, but
small businesses have been es-
pecially hard hit. They’ve been
hit with a huge reduction in rev-
enue and severely restricted ac-
cess to credit due to the banking
crisis.

Affordable and readily available
credit is essential for all busi-
nesses, but credit is especially
important to small businesses
that have fewer financing op-
tions than larger companies.  In
an effort to assist the U.S. Cham-
ber has made helping small busi-
nesses obtain credit and stay

afloat during these difficult
times a top priority.

Last week the White House
announced plans to reduce the
Small Business Administra-
tion’s (SBA’s) 7(a) and 504
lender and user fees, which will
encourage banks to lend and
make funds more affordable for
small businesses to borrow.

The administration also called
for an increase in the govern-
ment-guaranteed percentage of
the SBA 7(a) loans and changes
that would allow banks to more
easily sell the guaranteed por-

tion of the SBA 7(a) and 504
loans on the secondary markets.
Banks will be required to meet
new reporting requirements to
help monitor lending to small
businesses.

Along with a provision in the
stimulus bill that will allow
small businesses to carry back
their losses over the last five tax
years (a tax refund), this pro-
posal amounts to a mini-stimu-
lus package for small business
owners.

While the chamber believes this
action is a way to get credit back
in the hands of small businesses,
it’s also important that it not
implement policies that will
hurt them. Raising taxes would
be a huge mistake. The pro-
posed increase of marginal tax
rates for those earning more

than $250,000 a year would ad-
versely impact many small
firms, as $2 out of every $3 dol-
lars in small business profits is
taxed at the individual house-
hold level.
Saddling small businesses with
an expensive health care man-
date and more burdensome
workplace regulations will only
delay economic recovery and
undermine our nation’s long-
term growth.
Small businesses need credit to
meet payroll, purchase sup-
plies, hire workers, and to sim-
ply keep the lights on.  Small
businesses employ approxi-
mately half of all private sec-
tor workers and generate 60%
to 80% of net new job growth.
Investing in these companies is
a down payment toward eco-
nomic recovery.

“There’s nothing that we don’t
do,” are words put into practice
at Gulfstream Aluminum and
Shutters. Original owners John
and Barb O’Brien are operating
a well-oiled machine with a va-
riety of services that can be cus-
tomized for any application.

Gulfstream takes pride in hon-
est professional installation of
their products, which are all
made in America with every-
thing done in our house at their
Stuart location. They have over
20,000 square feet of production
space for jobs big and small in-
cluding: Accordions, Colonials,

Bahamas, Roll-ups and Storm
Panel Shutter Systems. In ad-
dition, they offer an assortment
of custom railings, gates, win-
dows, doors, ultra lattice, shade
structures, carports, and re-
tractable awnings.

They are the largest hurricane
shutter manufacturer on the
east coast, and are celebrating
their 30th anniversary in Mar-
tin County. Come by or call and
they will be glad to help you.
“Do it once do it right,” the
name Gulfstream means qual-
ity on the Treasure Coast.

Special Thanks To Gulfstream Aluminum
For the Chamber Building Face Lift

May Business After Hours Sponsors Charles Urso, Barry Tarpley, Susan Henry,
Nan Schmiedeberg, Tiffany Greer, and Delroy Brackett; Marble of the World,
with Joe Catrambone, Chamber President/CEO and board member James Stedham,
Costco Wholesale Corporation.

May YPMC guest speakers Rob Shelt and Mary Sawyer, American Red
Cross Martin County Chapter, with Reed Hartman, Elliot Paul & Com-
pany, YPMC committee member and American Red Cross Martin County
Chapter board member.

John Garcia and Jay Rinchack, The Palm Beach Post, Spon-
sors of May’s New Member Reception with board member
James Stedham, Costco Wholesale Corporation.

Linda Reinstein, Big Apple
Bagels, Sponsor of May’s
New Member Reception.

May Young Professionals of Martin
County Sponsors Leanne and Mike
Matakaetis, Hurricane Grill and Wings
of Stuart.






