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CHAMBER EVENTS

• ere is a battle being waged 
against Governor Rick Scott's 
decision to cut funding for 
purchasing environmentally 
sensitive lands in the 2011 
budget as well as his review of 
regulations.  Environmental-
ists point out that a healthy 
environment is an important 
part of a healthy economy. 
• ey won't accept the fact 
that a healthy economy is the 
best way to fund important 
environmental priorities.

In fact, Florida©s program for 
buying and preserving land is 

directly linked to real-estate 
development. Preservation 
2000 began more than two 
decades ago in response to 
the real-estate boom of the 
1980s. • e idea was to forever 
link land development to land 
preservation.

• e method, initiated by then 
Gov. Bob Martinez, was to 
use the proceeds of real estate 
transaction taxes, common-
ly called doc stamps, to buy 
and preserve environmentally 
sensitive lands. • ese mea-
sures provided a sensible al-

ternative to onerous land-use 
regulations. During the next 
real estate boom, then Gov. 
Jeb Bush renewed P2000, re-
branding it Florida Forever. 
Today, there aren't enough 
real estate transactions to 
tax. Consequently there is less 
money for government to buy 
land.

Businesses in Florida depend 
upon a healthy environment.  
Simply stated, caring for Flor-
ida©s environment is good for 
business. • at©s why Florida©s 
business leaders acknowledge 
the importance of programs 
like Florida Forever.

Hopefully someday environ-
mentalists will arrive at a sim-
ilar understanding of this re-
lationship. As stated by Ryan 
Houck, Executive Director of 
FreeMarketFlorida.org; ª• e 
future of government-funded 

land preservation rests upon 
the ability of Florida©s busi-
ness community to restore 
the health of Florida©s econo-
my. And that means conscien-
tiously challenging out-dated 
regulations, reforming indus-
trial-era bureaucracies and 
removing other barriers to 
investment Ð like constant 
environmental litigation.º

It is important, to acknowl-
edge programs like Florida 
Forever are dependent upon 
a healthy economy, which can 
and has been hampered by 
bad regulation.

Incidentally, nowhere did I 
read the Governor was going 
to abandon the purchase of 
land, simply put it o€  until 
the economy improves. • e 
potential parcels will not dis-
appear; they will still be avail-
able at a later more economi-
cally feasible time.

Networking Breakfast
Tuesday, April 12th

7:45 AM
Hosted & Sponsored by 

Molly's House
430 S.E. Osceola St.

Stuart

Tuesday, April 19th
Hosted & Sponsored by

• e Grace Place
1550 S.E. Salerno Rd.

Stuart

Networking Luncheon
Wednesday, April 13th

11:45 AM
Sponsored by
Fifth • ird 

Processing Solutions
Hosted by

Outback Steakhouse
3101 S.E. Federal Hwy.

 Stuart

Reservations are required

Business After Hours
Wednesday, April 20th

5:30 - 7:30 PM
Hosted & Sponsored by
Johnson Honda of Stuart

4200 S.E. Federal Hwy., Stuart

Young Professionals
of Martin County

• ursday, April 21st
6:00 - 8:30 PM

Networking Event 
Aboard ª• e Lilyº

Riverwalk Pier
121 SW. Flagler Ave.

Stuart

• e March Luncheon was held at Piper's Landing and 
graciously sponsored by • e Crexent Business Center. 
Pictured with Vice Chairman Michael Dadko, UBS Finan-
cial Services, Inc. are Rachel Miller and Wanda Cross, • e 
Crexent Business Center.

A special thanks to Crown Car Care for hosting the March 16th Business After Hours. Pic-
tured are owners Tamara and Todd Harris (center) and members of their sta€  with chamber 
board members Renee Doss, Renar Fine Homes; Michael Dadko, UBS Financial Services, Inc. 
and President/CEO Joe Catrambone.

Congratulations to Ambassador 
of the Month Karen Hyche, Pres-
tige Title Agency, Inc. Michael 
Dadko, UBS Financial Services, 
Inc. presented her the award at 
the March Luncheon at Piper's 
Landing.

LEADERship
Class 22

Applications Are 
Now Available.

Contact Nancy Sailer
at jancy11@aol.com
or pick one up at the 
Stuart/Martin County 

Chamber o!  ce.

Martin County School Superin-
tendent Nancy Kline presented an 
education overview to chamber 
members at the March Luncheon.

• e Martin County High School Academy of Marketing and 
Management hosted a very special chamber breakfast on March 
15th at the school's Tiger's Den Caf". • e delicious breakfast 
was prepared and served  by the Culinary Arts students. Shown 
from left are DECA o!  cers Christian Curry, Savannah Dmy-
triw, Anthony Santavicca, teacher Pierre Uteschill, Heather 
Bateman, Bria Jacobsen, Leo Caracappa and Brandon Ianiero.

• e City of Stuart greeted chamber members at the March 22nd 
Networking Breakfast held in the City Commission Chambers. 
Pictured from left: (Front row) Robin LeMay, Teresa Lamar-
Sarno, City Manager Dan Hudson, Commissioner Troy McDon-
ald, Commissioner Eula Clarke.  (Back Row) • ondra Lanese, 
Cherie White, Terry O'neal.


